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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

EPA BROWNFIELD CLEANUP GRANT IMPLEMENTATION 

DEFIANCE COUNTY,OH

The Defiance County Land Reutilization Corporation (Land Bank) is seeking Request for

Proposals (RFP) from qualified firms to prepare contract documents and specifications for and to 

oversee a Brownfield Cleanup Project at a former SK Tool property located in Defiance, Ohio. 
These activities will be funded by an EPA Brownfield Cleanup Grant awarded to the Land 
Bank.

All questions regarding the RFP should be directed to: 

Matt Spiess, Director of Special Projects
Maumee Valley Planning Organization
1300 East Second Street, Suite 200

Defiance, Ohio
Phone: 419-784-3882
Email: programadm@mvpo.org

Responses to this RFP must be submitted to the below address: 

Laney Nofer, Senior Planner
Maumee Valley Planning Organization 
1300 East Second Street, Suite 200 
Defiance, Ohio  
Phone: 419-784-3882 
Email: transportation@mvpo.org  

Proposals are due on or before 4:00 p.m. local time, October 6, 2020. Packages should be 
clearly marked, “Brownfield Project RFP.”  Any proposals received later than the submission 

deadline will not be accepted or considered. 

All RFPs will be evaluated in terms of project approach, timing, experience, quality of work, and 

capacity of performance. Previous experiences with EPA Brownfield Cleanup Grants are desired. 

Past performances on similar projects will be assessed in terms of timeliness, completing 

work within budget, quality of work and other factors. After careful review and consideration, 

the Land Bank will select the best-suited firm for the services described in this RFP package.

The Land bank reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and

waive formalities.  The Land Bank is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Local, minority, female owned, and small businesses are encouraged to submit 

an RFP.  

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

EPA BROWNFIELD CLEANUP GRANT IMPLEMENTATION PROJECT 

SK Tool, Defiance County, Ohio 

https://csrarc.ga.gov/current-bid-opportunities
http://www.sandersville.net/bidops.cfm?lid=1407
mailto:lgrijalva@csrarc.ga.gov
mailto:lgrijalva@csrarc.ga.gov
mailto:dlarson@sandersville.net
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PROJECT SK Tool, Defiance County, Ohio 

BACKGROUND 

The goal of this Brownfield Cleanup Project is to address the abandoned SK Tool property that

is currently vacant. The property is a significant impediment to efforts being undertaken to 

revitalize and improve this area of town.

The site is located at 135 Hickory Street, Defiance, Ohio 45312 (herein referred to as “the Site”) 
and consists of six parcels of non-contiguous land totaling approximately 8.245 acres in size 
(Defiance County parcel numbers J090030E00100, J090030E00200, J090030E00300, 
J090030E00400, J090030E00500, and J090030E00600).  The facility was used for 
manufacturing for at least 65 years prior to 2010.   The most recent operating entity, SK Hand 
Tools Corporation (SK), functioned as a manufacturing plant for the production of hand tools.  
The tools were manufactured from raw bar stock to finished goods.  Based on various sketches of 
the site, SK conducted processes such as forging, die sinking, blanking, machining, broaching, 
polishing, heat treating, plating and coating of steel.   

In November 2019, a draft ABCA was prepared to address cleanup of the SK Tool
property.  Building demolition of impacted areas and soil excavation of contaminated soil within 
the SK Tool Property and transport soil off site to a landfill for disposal. Soil excavation within 
the Property would remove soils exceeding remedial goals to allow development and 
construction of the speculative light industrial warehouse. Approximately 250 tons of soil would 
be excavated to depth of 2 foot. The impacted soil would be excavated, temporarily stockpiled if 
necessary, characterized (profiled) for proper disposal, loaded into trucks, and transported to an 
appropriate permitted landfill. Based on soil sample results from the Phase II ESAs, much of the 
soil expectedly would require disposal as a non-hazardous waste. 

Through the Land Bank and EPA’s Targeted Brownfields Assessment Program the

following reports were completed on the property. 

 ASTM-compliant Phase I Environmental Site Assessment

 A Phase II Environmental Site Assessment

 A Corrective Action Plan
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SOURCE OF FUNDS 

The project will be conducted with grant funds awarded to the Land Bank through the U.S. 
EPA Brownfield Cleanup Grant Program. The budget for the entire Brownfield Cleanup 

project is limited to the funds provided through the U.S. EPA grant together with 

the funds provided by the Land Bank (a total of $380,000). All requirements with respect to 
this project are set forth in the Co-operative Agreement between the Land Bank and the U.S. 
EPA. All regulations, rules and guidelines referenced in the Co-operative Agreement must 

be carefully followed by the selected consultant. The selected consultant will also be 

required to document compliance with these requirements and to ensure the compliance 

of all of its subcontractors. In addition, the consultant and all contractors must comply 

with any and all applicable federal state and local requirements applicable to cleanup and 

demolition projects.  

BROWNFIELD CLEANUP PROJECT SCOPE OF WORK 

The general scope of work for the overall project is as follows. Further delineation of the scope 

of work for this phase of the project will be the task of the selected consultant. Cleanup will 

be completed in accordance with the approved CAP and state program requirements.  

Planned cleanup activities include: 

• Building demolition including foundations.

• Excavation, removal, disposal, and backfilling of 1000 cubic yards of contaminated soils 
and concrete to Ohio EPA Voluntary Action Program Standards.

• Confirmation sampling will be conducted following excavation activities to ensure impacted 
soils have been removed from the subject site.

• Prepare proper permit applications and notifications, oversight and reporting.

• The current  building has been demolished due however there are floors and footers to be 
removed.

CONSULTANT’S SCOPE OF WORK 

The following outlines the scope of services required by the Land Bank for this project. The 
scope of services, as outlined in the RFP, is preliminary. The final scope of services will be 

negotiated with the selected firm and modified as needed, depending on the site conditions. The 

scope of the project includes the following: 

 Provide both environmental and civil engineering services such as, but not necessarily

limited to these activities: Prepare Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives

(ABCA), Quality Assurance Project Plan, Community Involvement Plan, ACRES

Database Updates, Prepare Remedial Design and Engineering/Bidding Documents,

Construction/Project Oversight.
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• Be the Land Bank's representative in dealing with contractors and applicable governmental 
agencies.

• Meet the requirements of the EPA Grant and the Cooperative Agreement Work Plan, plus 
any reporting requirements required.

• Assist the Land Bank in its effort to provide updates to and interface with the Land Bank 
Board; other applicable city, county, state, and federal governmental entities; and related 
interest groups/citizens.

• Public Involvement: The consultant will assist the Land Bank in preparing and disseminating 
information concerning cleanup options, engaging the public in meaningful dialog about 
redevelopment activities, and managing records. These activities may include developing a 

Community Action Plan, holding public meetings, conducting public option surveys, and 

establishing an information repository.

• Response Action: The consultant will implement the corrective action plan to the 
requirements of the US EPA Brownfield Cleanup Grant and the OH EPA.

CONSULTANT SELECTION PROCESS 

The selection committee shall be the sole judge of the best proposal and the resulting negotiated 

agreement. The committee reserves the right to investigate the reputation, integrity, skill, 

business experience, and quality of performance under similar operations before making a final 

decision and will be based on both an objective and subjective comparison of proposal and 

consultant. The selection committee reserves the right to require written questionnaire 

responses, telephone interviews, and/or conduct selection interviews with prospective 

consultant. Committee members shall not be contacted by any submitting firm during the 

proposal preparation and selection process.  

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

General Conditions 

1. The Land Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any and all RFPs and waive 
formalities in the best interest of the Land Bank. The Land Bank reserves the right to reject any 
RFPthat does not represent a complete response. The Land Bank reserves the right to reject all 
RFPs and to solicit and readvertise for other proposals. The Land Bank also reserves the right to 
reject any RFP of any consultant in arrears or in default upon any debt or contract to the Land 
Bank or who have failed, in the opinion of this body, to faithfully perform any previous contract 
with this body. 
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2. No questions may be directed to, or contacts made with the Mayor, members of 
Land Bank, the County Commissioners, or County staff members. Violation of this 
prohibition may result in the disqualification of the consultant from further consideration.

3. All questions with respect to the RFP must be submitted by email to Matt Spiess, at 
programadm@mvpo.org. The deadline for receiving questions is October 6, 2020.

4. Interested consultants are encouraged to submit their email address to Matt Spiess, at 
programadm@mvpo.org.

5. RFPs must be submitted before the deadline and in the attached RFP FORMAT with all 
items included in order for the proposal to be considered.

6. The submitting firm is solely responsible to ensure timely delivery of its RFP package. The 
Land Bank will not be responsible for failure of service on the part of the U.S. Postal 
Service, commercial courier company or other delivery method.

7. Facsimile submission of the RFP package will not be accepted.

8. A Notice to Proceed will be issued once the agreement has been signed by both parties and 
all required paperwork herein described is received by the Land Bank.

9. The consultant will obtain all permits needed to complete the work.

10. No proposal may be withdrawn within 60 days after the submission date.

11. The RFP shall include understanding of the Project Goals and Scope of Work, Consultant 
Proposals and experience, references, list of key personnel, organizational profile, schedule 
of fees, and complete contact information.

12. Consultant will make presentations to the Land Bank if requested.

13. A RFP does not constitute an agreement or a contract with the Land Bank.

14. The Land Bank is not liable for any expenses incurred in connection with the 
preparation of a response to this RFP.

15. Once opened, the RFP becomes the property of the Land Bank and will not be returned 
to the consultant.

16. Once the consultant deemed to be the best applicant is selected, a contract will be 
negotiated. The contract shall be deemed as having been awarded upon approval of the 
Land Bank during a regularly scheduled meeting and formal notice of acceptance of its 
proposal has been duly served upon the intended awarded by an agent of Land Bank 
authorized to give such notice.

mailto:lgrijalva@csrarc.ga.gov
mailto:lgrijalva@csrarc.ga.gov
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR STATEMENT OF PROPOSALS 

The RFP information shall be provided as specified below. Applicants who do not follow the 

guidelines listed below or do not provide comprehensive responses for all requested information 

will not be considered.  Beyond the required minimum Proposals, the Primary Criteria for 

evaluating the Statement of Proposals are:  

I. Firm Identification and Background Information

A. Firm’s name, email address, business postal address, contact name, telephone and 
fax numbers

B. The firm’s legal formation (e.g. corporation, sole proprietor, etc.) and state of 
incorporation, if applicable.

II. Proposals and Experience of the Firm

A. Provide a concise history of the firm.

B. Provide a summary of previous brownfield grant experience of the firm, including 
cleanup grants with similar work products as will be required by the Land Bank.

C. Provide a detailed description of brownfield cleanup experience of the firm. 
Include project dates, project titles, community located, employees involved and 
original and estimated final costs.

D. Include a description of the firm’s resources, including staff, equipment and 
capital available for project use and deployment. Detail efforts made on previous 
projects to control costs.

E. Demonstrate experience in preparing Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup 
Alternatives / Quality Assurance Project Plans (QAPPs) as required under 
federally funded environmental assessment activities.

F. Provide any additional information that the service provider feels would support 
selection.

G. G. Company brochure and promotional materials are not required. Please include 
these materials at the end of your submission.
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III. Personnel

A. Identify the Certified Professional and Project Manager (if different) who will be

assigned to the contract.

B. Provide a description of the firm’s personnel with the Proposals necessary to

complete the work in the contract program. Include personnel name, title, years of

experience, and education.

C. Supply resumes of personnel including the Certified Professional, who will be key

to the success of the project. Please provide no more than eight (8) resumes.

IV. References

A. Include five (5) clients for whom the firm has provided cleanup activities in the

past three years. Provide the name, telephone number, and e-mail address of a

contact for each client and a brief description of the services provided.

V. Required Attachments

A. Certified Professional’s name and certificate number.

B. Copy of firm’s standard contract.

C. Standard billable rates for project personnel.

D. Current certificate of professional liability, malpractice and errors and omissions

insurance.

E. Current certificate of general liability insurance

F. Workers Compensation Certificate

Form for Statement of Proposals  

Each RFP should be submitted on letter size (8.5″× 11″) paper, with typing on one side only. 

Cover Page: 

Environmental Assessment Work to be Conducted Under the Land Bank’s Cooperative

Agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency RFP 

Request for Proposals for: 

(Name of individual or firm submitting the RFP, 

address, telephone, facsimile and e-mail information) 

Date documents are being submitted. 
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Body: Statement of Proposals 

I. Firm Identification and Background

II. Proposals and Experience of Firm

III. Personnel

IV. References

V. Required Attachments

RFP Submission Deadline  

In order to be considered for this contract, prospective firms or individuals must submit three
(3) copies of the RFP to:

Laney Nofer, Senior Planner
Maumee Valley Planning Organization 
1300 East Second Street, Suite 200 
Defiance, Ohio  
Phone: 419-784-3882 
Email: transportation@mvpo.org

Proposals are due on or before 4:00 p.m. local time, October 6, 2020. Packages should be 
clearly marked, “Brownfield Project RFP.”  Any proposals received later than the submission 

deadline will not be accepted or considered. The interested firm is solely responsible to ensure 

timely delivery of its RFP package. The Land Bank will not be responsible for failure of service 
on the part of the U.S. Postal Service, commercial courier company or other delivery 

method. Any proposals received later than the submission deadline will not be accepted or 

considered. The consultant may withdraw their proposal by notifying Laney Nofer in writing 
prior to the deadline. Consultant must disclose their identity and provide a signed receipt for 

the returned proposal.  

mailto:dlarson@sandersville.net



