
 

 

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

Maumee Valley Planning Organization Overview 
The Maumee Valley Planning Organization (MVPO) is a non-profit, organized as a regional 
planning commission under the Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21.  The agency is a voluntary 
association of local governments serving the counties of Defiance, Fulton, Henry, Paulding and 
Williams and the total area has a combined population of approximately 165,000 people. For a 
detailed discussion of the characteristics of the Region please refer to Chapter 2; entitled, 
“Regional Context”. 

MVPO provides a full range of services in the areas of housing, economic development, 
downtown redevelopment and general community development.  On behalf of the local units 
of government, MVPO makes application for and administers various grant programs available 
through the Ohio Development Services Agency (ODSA).  MVPO also serves as the District 5 
Liaison for the Ohio Public Works Commission’s State Capital Improvement Program and the 
Local Transportation Improvement Program.                

MVPO was established in 1971.  Since then, the organization has grown from a three person 
staff to a nine person staff.  MVPO is funded through administration and implementation funds 
that are provided through successful grants secured for grantees. 

 

MVPO Mission Statement 
To assist planning efforts in community and economic development, provide a regional forum 
for sharing information and ideas, and promote cooperative solutions to regional issues. 

 

Policy Direction 
Policy direction for the MVPO staff activities is provided by the General Policy Board and 
Executive Council.  The staff provides data and pertinent information so that goals can be 
established and achieved.  The staff has expertise in comprehensive planning, economic 
development, census data, grantsmanship, grant review procedures, land use ordinances, 
housing programs, capital improvements, environmental management of land and water 
resources, and administrative management.  
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Board Composition 
MVPO is locally governed by a 62 member General Policy Board and a 15 member Executive 
Council from the five county area.  The Council has established several committees to assist in 
directing the organization's programs.   

 

MVPO AS A REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION (RTPO) 
MVPO is developing and implementing a Rural Transportation Program for the counties of 
Defiance, Fulton, Henry, Paulding and Williams. On December 12, 2012 the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) published a Request for Proposals soliciting multi-county regional 
planning agencies which do not currently serve as Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) 
to participate in a two (2) year Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO) Pilot 
Program. 

The RTPO program began in June 2013 and a total of five rural county agencies in the state of 
Ohio were selected to participate; each are working with ODOT to add transportation planning 
processes to their existing planning programs. Participation in the Pilot Program was intended 
to assist in the development of transportation planning expertise through the preparation of a 
transportation plan as well as interagency consultation and stakeholder outreach. It also 
provides a forum for formalized consultation with ODOT regarding statewide and regional 
transportation issues.  The Moving Together 2040 Rural Long Range Transportation Plan is a 
result of the RTPO Pilot Program. 

MVPO has a 30 year history with regard to implementing regional planning functions in the five 
county area and has led planning efforts in the areas of land use, economic development, 
housing, water quality, and recreation.  To accomplish the development of the planning 
components, MVPO has brought together elected officials, community leaders, business 
leaders and citizens in the region to evaluate issues and formulate strategies to address desired 
goals.  MVPO has robustly undertaken the implementation of identified strategies and all these 
factors allow MVPO to be successful as an RTPO.    
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MOVING TOGETHER 2040: RURAL LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

 

Through the ODOT RTPO Pilot Program, MVPO has developed this multi-modal, project specific, 
25-year Long Range Transportation Plan referred to as ‘Moving Together 2040’.   

This plan provides a blueprint for guiding transportation infrastructure improvements based on 
existing and future system needs over the 25-year period. Moving Together 2040 serves the 
following purposes: 

• Outlines the “vision” of the future transportation picture through a series of 
goals and objectives; 

• identifies and describes regional priorities for future funding in the MVPO region; 

• includes an analysis of current and future transportation issues and trends; 

• is continuing, comprehensive and cooperative; 

• and reflects the vision of the general public due to an involved public 
participation process. 

 

Plan Development 
Moving Together 2040 was developed with the guidance of several committees comprised of 
local, regional, district, ODOT, and statewide stakeholders. These stakeholders include county 
engineers, county planning directors, county economic development officials, local community 
political leaders, District 1 and 2 ODOT staff, and MVPO staff. The steering committees 
provided input and assistance in the day-to-day development of the plan. The MVPO Rural 
Transportation Executive Committee, Technical Committee, and Citizens Committee provided 
regular guidance and input in the overall plan development including vision, goals and 
objectives, and project selection.  Several federal, state and local planning documents and 
policies were also considered in the development of this plan.  These documents are referenced 
in Appendix F: Other Plans and Policies.  
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